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KOLOMBANCARA Isiand
Biodiversity Lonscrva-
Lion Associalion (KIRCA)
is not happy with Lho
cnvironmentbal impact
asstssmont carricd oul
by Success Company in
s0ulh Kolombangara,

"tis was stated by KIB-
OA coovdinator IPerguson
Varhiin astatomoenti.

Mr Vaghi suid SBueocoess
Company  currenlly  has
a logrinyg plan for south
Kolombpangara on Lots 1,
2.8 and 18 above 100meters
fwci trne assessmeoentl is part,

1Wlhe olan,

Hoe said the onwvironmaon-
vl asacssmont carricd oul
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by 1Lhe company was not
enough and KIBCA sent a
formal tetbter to the Min-
istry of Environment this
month, stating its obice-
tion towards thce logging
plan.

e informabion in the
assassmoent was poor and
the pages describing tho
mpacts on  hiodivorsity
Wore missing.

“No field survey was donc
tor  the assessment,” he
said.

KIRCA culled for a new
detailed assossmoent and
consultation.

He sald most villages
downsiream of tho logring
were not bold about Lhe pro-
posal.

[lowover a spokesperson
fromauccess Company cot-
firmed yesterday that thoe
cnvironmental assoessmont
KIBCA mentioned was noal
done by the company.

“Tne company has gob
nothing Lo do with the as-
secssment carried out in
south Kolombangsra which
an onvironmenbal group
did, tho assessmoent was au-
thorised by the Ministry of
Environment and Conscr-
vatiaon,” tho spokesperson
satd.

‘The spokesperson said
the company had nover
garricd  oul onvironhmon-
tal assessment in south
Kolombangara and thal an
cnvironmental group had
done the assessment.

'The statement; Turther
staled that KIBCA execu-
tives had met this week and
voled totakeatonphstanco
against legging above 400m
altilude on Kolombangara
Island, including taking
High Court action against
240y noew approvals.

The association remains
firmly resolved Lo prevent
lngging above 400m altitude
on Kolombangara,

The oxceptional hiodivor-
ity of Kolpmbangara can
be found above 400m and
thatl should not be logeed at,
anytime according Lo the
associnlion.

“T'This includes ondemice
speeies of birds and frogs
found nawhere clse on carth
cxceyt in the high altitude

KIBCA not happy with
environmental assessment

mountain forests ol Kolom-
bangara.”

The arca above 400m holds
most of the Kolombanga-

- Ta people’s cultural sites

that arc important toc tho
constant supply of clean
drinking water Lo coastal
villages downstiroam.

The asscciation scoy il iz
a3 unsustainable logging
practice Lo log above 100m,

KTBCA hoped Lo send 1ot-
ters Lo logeing qompanios
looking to cxploit timber
on Kolombangara above Lhe
400 contour.

The association warnod
it lopmine comipanics worn
found disregarding Lhe Sol-
pon Islands environmeoen-
tal and forcsLey laws, Lhoy
would stop thom in coure,



